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Christmas is an annual holiday celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ. Every year on
December 25, we observe this important Christian holiday by spending time with
family, partaking in lighthearted traditions, or just spreading some holiday cheer.
Christmas has evolved over several millennia into a worldwide celebration that’s
both religious and secular and chock full of fun-filled, family activities.
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Hanukkah is part of the Jewish festival also known as the Festival of Lights. It
commemorates the victory of the Jewish people over the Greeks in the Maccabean
War and the rededication of the second temple of Jerusalem. The festival lasts
eight days and starts on day 25 of Kislev and ends on the second day of Tevet.
Kislev and Tevet are months in the Jewish calendar. The observance is also known
as Chanukah, but Hanukkah is more widely known.

KwanzaaKwanzaa
Kwanzaa, celebrated from December 26 to January 1, is an African American and
pan-African seven-day cultural holiday that celebrates family and community.
During the holiday, families celebrate with feasts, music, and dance, and end the
holiday with a day dedicated to reflection and recommitment to the seven
principles. These principles are values of African culture which contribute to
building and reinforcing community among African Americans.
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The mission of the Jefferson Parish Diversity and
Inclusion Board (D&I) is to promote an
environment that fosters a deliberate focus on
acceptance, fairness, education and inclusion of
diversity within the Jefferson Parish workforce. It
is our belief that this quality will benefit everyone. 
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SPOTLIGHT:Dr. Rosanna DiChiro Derbes

Dr. DiChiro Derbes is the current Executive Director of
the Jefferson Parish Human Services Authority. Dr.
DiChiro Derbes has over 20 years of behavioral
healthcare and management experience, including work
as a national consultant for Functional Family Therapy
and a Clinical Program Director for Covenant House of
New Orleans. When asked about her work Dr. DiChiro
Derbes stated, " It is hard work, sometimes messy work,
but it is so rewarding when you see your families making
changes. This work is a calling, it is not just a job.”

YuleYule
Yule comes up on December 21, on the winter solstice. It is the shortest day and
longest night of the year, as the Sun gets its lowest elevation in the sky. Apart
from the marking of a new season, the winter solstice also holds a significant
symbol for the Sun. It appears to stand still on this day, it’s believed that the Sun
is going through a rebirth. It would then gain momentum after the solstice. The
holiday also depicts several pagan beliefs, especially that of the Holly King
handing over power to the Oak King, ushering in a new season of light.


